
R i c h l a n d  O n e  S c h o o l  D i s t r i c t  

Dear Parents and Guardians: 
 

     We have had an AWESOME 
start to our school year, and I’m 
excited about the great opportu-
nities here at St. Andrews Middle 
School! Our vision and mission 
continue to be our driving force 
as we continue to empower ALL 
STUDENTS to achieve their po-
tential and dreams. This can only 
be achieved with your support. 
     We are continuing to prepare 
our students to be college and 
career ready by employing the 
following goals. Strategies are 
listed under each goal as ways in 
which you can help. 
 

Use the Explicit Direct Instruc-
tion (EDI) model to  actively 
engage students and improve 
mastery of content standards. 

 Ensure that your child’s  lap-
top is charged and ready for 
use in the classroom each 
day. 

 Review with your child each 
night and have him/her   
explain what they have 
learned in all of their classes. 

Work collaboratively toward  
continuous improvement using 

various forms of data. 

 Set up your parent portal   
account and monitor your 
child’s progress. 

 Discuss weekly Common 
Formative Assessments 
(CFAs) with your child. 

 Contact your child’s teachers 
and guidance counselor if 
you have questions about 
your child’s progress. 

Implement a literacy plan that 
strategically addresses targeted 
literacy skills to improve read-
ing levels of all students. 

 Set aside at least 20 minutes 
for independent reading 
each night and talk with 
your child about what 
he/she read. 

 Encourage your child to     
participate in our various  
reading programs. 

     In addition to high quality   
instruction during the day, we 
are pleased to offer extended day 
learning opportunities for our    
students. St. Andrews is also a     
recipient of the 21st Century   
Community Learning Centers 
grant awarded at $375,000 over 
a 4 year period. Through this 

grant we are able to offer the 
STEP Up (Success Through    
Experiences and Perseverance) 
extended day program. The pro-
gram is designed to address the 
academic, social and creative 
needs of students. The STEP UP 
program functions as an inten-
sive academic intervention while 
motivating students and spark-
ing their interest in 21st Century 
skills. Students will  participate 
in various clubs that are offered. 
We are continuing our partner-
ship with IT-ology to  provide 
training and workshops in com-
puter programming and robot-
ics. Students in the robotics club 
in robotics competitions 
throughout the year. 
 

     I am confident that we will 
continue to have an outstanding 
school year! We appreciate your 
support. If you have any        
questions,  concerns, or          
suggestions, 
please contact 
me at (803) 
731-8910. 
Sincerely, 
Derrick Glover, 
Principal 
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Principal’s Letter 

Early Dismissals 
 -November 1 

*Students dismissed at 
1:00 pm  
 

Report Cards 
- January 23 
 

Interims 
- December 5  
- February 20 
- May 1 
 

Parent/Teacher              
Conferences 

- November 1 4pm-7pm 
 

 Real Men Read 
- December 7 
 

Upcoming Student      
Holidays 

- November 21-23 
- December 24– Jan. 3 
- January 21  
 

Teacher Workday 
- January 4 
 

 Honor Roll Assembly  
- November 14 
 

Powerschool Parentportal 
Parents, 

Please check your child’s grades frequently through the Powerschool 
Parentportal located on the district website at www.richlandone.org.  
Click the link found under site shortcuts on the right once you scroll 
down the website page.  This portal is also where you  will enroll your 
child for 2019-2020 school year later this school year but ONLY if you 
access their grades this school year.   If you have any questions about 
reenrollment or  need access to your username and password, contact 
your  child’s grade level school counselor.    

St. Andrews Middle 
School Mission   

Statement: 

We are St. Andrews  
Middle School, a leader 

in transforming lives 
through education    

empowering all          
students to achieve their         

potential and dreams. 

Important Dates 



 

 

 

Greetings, Parents! 

As the first quarter of school is 
coming to a close, we are well on 
our way to another successful year 
at St. Andrews Middle! I consider 
it a privilege to be the Assistant 
Principal for your 8th grade student 
this year. It is our team’s goal to 
help your student grow academi-
cally and socially throughout the 
year and to ensure he/she is well 
prepared to   venture into high 
school next year. Since we are all            
stakeholders in this common pur-
pose, here are a couple of ways 
you can assist with your student’s 
journey this year: 

 Encourage reading and writ-
ing at home. 

 Ask your student if his/her 
laptop is fully charged.  

 Make school attendance   
mandatory. Nothing can re-
place your student’s time in 
the classroom. 

 Communicate any issues 
or needs with us as soon as        
possible. 

Know that I am accessible to 
you and prepared to help sup-
port your student in any way 
that I can. You can reach me by 
email at                                                
michael.dease@richlandone.org 
or by phone 803.731.8910 ext. 
2214. I look forward to a year 
full of hard work and success.  

Perfect Attendance, and students 
with no referrals.  
     We have an open door policy, and 
if you need  immediate     assistance, 
feel free to call me at (803) 750-
4034 or email me at  

Jametta.hodges-
stewa@richlandone.org. 

 
 
 

 

Greetings Parents and Guardians, 
      I’m Jametta Hodges-Stewart, and 
it’s my pleasure to serve as the 7th 
grade Assistant Principal at St. An-
drews Middle School.  My goal is to 
ensure that all     students will be 
successful while at SAMS.  
     Our teachers set high expectations 
for academics and behavior, and 
they provide our students with dif-
ferential              instruction,  attempt-
ing to meet the needs of all students.       
Parents, even though your child is in 
the 7th grade, they still need your 
guidance and support.    
      In addition, we will visit      col-
lege campuses 2nd nine weeks as a 
part of our AVID incentive.  We also 
have several rewards in store for 
each      student who makes gains on 
the District’s Benchmark, Honor Roll, 
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Aerospace Career Day 

8th Grade  
 

7th Grade  

            S t  A n d r e w s  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  

Help us welcome our new 8th 

school counselor, Mrs. Wright.  She 

has been in education for 22 years; 

12 years as a classroom teacher 

and 10 years as a school counselor.  

She is from Barnwell, SC and is a 

wife and mother of one daughter 

and she enjoys traveling, meeting 

new people, and spending time 

with family.  She is passionate 

about helping students to be suc-

cessful in school and life and she 

looks forward to working with eve-

ryone at St. Andrews this year. 

 

Project M.O.V.E. 

Project MOVE is a young male mentoring 
group sponsored by Mr. Dease that fosters a 
culture of ACHIEVEMENT. MOVE will facilitate 
and promote developmental mentoring 
in diverse socioeconomic populations and 
subgroups. The program  will provide strong 
leadership on      challenges that young men 
face in their communities as well as life and 
aim to increase promotional (grade level) 
rates and strengthen the higher            educa-
tion pipeline to encourage young men to be-
come successful. Lastly, it will pair young men 
with positive male influences both in and 

outside of school.  

Project M.O.V.E Member 2018-19 

Baker, Tristan 

Brown, Obie 

Caldwell, Aymir 

Craft, Reginald 

Edmond, Tayshaun 

Green-Sims, Ter-
race 

Isaac III, Pervis 

McCoy, Jamare’ 

McDaniel, Jamel 

Miller, Amauri 

Mills, Omari 

Seymore, Bry’Neir 

Wilson, Jaiden 

Wynder, Antwain 

8th Grade IGP Meetings 

Each 8th grader is required to    
attend an IGP meeting with their 
school counselor.  This meeting is 
to discuss your child’s academic 
progress, career & future              
educational plans, including                    
pre-registration of next year’s high 
school courses. The conference will 
last approximately 20 minutes. 

The IGP conference is mandated by 
state law and produces a live       
document that is to be signed by 
the parent/guardian and child.  
Therefore, parental attendance is 
very important and highly encour-
aged. To confirm or change your 
appointment, please contact me 
either by phone at 750-4029, or by 
email at Samantha.taylor-
wrig@richlandone.org.            

Ms. Young’s Science Class 

Highlights 

7th graders began the year exploring matter. 
As students examine the periodic table they 
are  developing an understanding of the 
structure and properties of matter.   Stu-
dents have learned about elements, com-
pounds, mixtures, ionic bonds and covalent 
bonds to name a few.  

7th Grade Positive Office  

Referral  

The following students were 
chosen as “Star Students” for 
7th grade for exemplifying 
exceptional character and 
academic responsibility. 

September 

Jayla Isaac           

Amauri Miller 

October 

       Lenora Orozco-Ledesma 

                Andre Stokes 

mailto:michael.dease@richlandone.org


Saint Andrews Middle School 
Health Clinic  

Requirements for the 2018-2019 
School Year 

 

Dear Parents and Guardians, 

       I Welcome you to the 2018-2019 
school year. I wanted to thank you for 
entrusting the care of your child to the 
health program at St. Andrews Middle 
School. I hope that you and your child had 
a happy, fun, and safe summer. I look 
forward to serving our students and their 
health care needs during the school year. 
Parents please update your child’s health 
file with the school nurse by completing 
the forms listed below: 

* Medication Permit Form for prescription 
and nonprescription medication. Parent 
signature is required for over the counter 
medication and physician and parent 
signature are required for any prescribed 
medication. All medications are to be 
brought in by a parent or guardian and 
should be in original labeled container. 

The School Nurse is not able to accept 
medication in unlabeled containers. The 
School Nurse cannot administer any medi-
cations without a medication permit being 
on file and the medication provided by the 
parent. 

* Self-Medicating forms are to be signed by 
the parent, physician, and student for any 
student to carry inhalers or epi-pen on 
campus. Also, any students who self-
monitor Blood Glucose or self-administer 
insulin or any other medication are to 
have a self-medicating form on file. 

* Medicaid Permit Forms are to be signed 
by parent if your child has Medicaid. 

* Food Allergy or Chronic Health Condition 
Dietary Forms require parent and physi-
cian signature so the Cafeteria Manager 
can be aware of dietary needs for your 
child. 

* Confidential Questionnaire forms for 
review by the School Nurse Only to update 
student’s medical status. 

Healthy Children learn better and perform 

greater. Parents please take your child for 
regular scheduled checkups with your Health 
Care Provider at least annually and your Dental 
Provider every six months for Dental Exam and 
Cleaning. 

Parents, in order to minimize the spread of 
infection during the course of the school year, 
please do not send students to school with the 
following health conditions: 

* Fever of 101 

* Diarrhea 

* Vomiting 

* Chicken Pox 

* Pink Eye or Conjunctivitis 

* Flu 

* Persistent Coughing 

* Strep Throat 

* Persistent Stomachache 

      Immunizations are important to the welfare 
of our students in order to prevent the spread 
of communicable diseases like chicken pox. 
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8th grade ETS College Tour 

S t .  A n d r e w s  S c h o o l  H e a l t h  C l i n i c  R e q u i r e m e n t s  
f o r  t h e  2 0 1 8 - 2 0 1 9  S c h o o l  Ye a r  

            S t  A n d r e w s  M i d d l e  S c h o o l  
P h o n e : ( 8 0 3 ) 7 3 1 - 8 9 1 0                         1 2 3 1  B l u e f i e l d  D r i v e  
F a x :  ( 8 0 3 ) 7 3 1 - 8 9 1 3                            C o l u m b i a ,  S C  2 9 2 1 0   
h t t p : / / s a m s . r i c h l a n d o n e . o r g               

Please make sure your child’s immunizations 
are up to date.  All rising 7th graders are re-
quired to have another T-Dap shot due to the 
rise of Whooping Cough.   

      In closing, parents and guardians please be 
advised of Healthy Learners a program that 
assists Richland District One Elementary and 
Middle School students with health care needs 
such as: 

* Dental (Dental Cleanings/Cavity Care) 

* Vision (Eye Exams and Eyeglasses) 

* Medical 

* Medications 

* Roundtrip transportation from school to 
scheduled appointments 

     Healthy Learners covers the cost of medical 
visits and transportation for students who 
have health care needs and are underinsured. 
If your child needs assistance with health care 
needs, please contact the School Nurse for a 
Healthy Learners application during the school 
year. 

Respectfully Yours, 

Yvette Copeland RN 
yvette.copeland@richlandone.org 

New  Faculty, Staff, and Administration 

Mrs. Catanese—Social Studies, Gr. 6 

Ms. Oxner-West—Social Studies, Gr. 6 

Ms. Watts—Social Studies, Gr. 6 

Mr. Tabi—Science, Gr. 6  

Mr. Dosapati—Math, Gr. 7 

Mrs. Jolly—Social Studies, Gr. 7 

Mrs. Thornsberry—ELA, Gr. 7 

Ms. Young—Science, Gr. 7 

Ms. Kinard—ELA, Gr. 8 

Mr. Shannon—Special Education 

Mr. Whetstone—Special Education 

Ms. Smith—Art 

Ms, Sanders—Instructional Assistant 

Ms. Shephard—Receptionist 

Mrs. Taylor-Wright—8th Grade School Counselor 

 

 

 

We are so glad you are here! 

Yearbook 
Order your yearbook now for $20!   

Orders can be placed online 
at  https://www.jostens.com or in 
the Media Center. After  December 

28th prices increase to $25. 
All yearbook orders must be 

placed in advance. There will be 
no extra yearbooks for  purchase 

at the end of the school year.  

 Speak Out! Against Bullying  

The Speak Out! Against Bullying, 
sponsored by Communities in 
Schools, writing and presentation 
competition is scheduled for Decem-
ber 14, 2018 at 6 pm in the lecture 
hall.  The students will writte essays, 
poems, and raps about bullying and 
the finalist will present their works to 
a panel of judges on 12/14.  They 
will receive certificates, trophies, and 
other prizes.  Free admission. 



 
H o m e  o f  t h e  M i g h t y  S a i n t s  

Richland One annual collaboration with Palmetto Health Foundation to help fight breast can-
cer through fundraising took place beginning in September and ending early October.  St. An-
drews Middle raised $1,425 through various activities around the school including a new pro-
gram, a mini breast cancer awareness walk Friday, October 12th.  All mon-
ey collected will be donated  to Palmetto Health Breast Cancer Research.     
 

  An addition to this year’s Breast Cancer Awareness activities was the in-
clusion of a  Faculty and staff registered and participated in the Famously 
Pink 5K Walk Saturday, October 13th. 

Mr. United Way Pageant  

Breast Cancer Awareness 
St. Andrews Track Update 

     Middle School Runners 
have been participating in 
Columbia Cross Country. 
They have been working 
hard to improve their times 
at meets. A Cross Country 
meet has runners run a 3.1 
mile course.    
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Student Transportation News     
Corner 

      We are requesting parent’s assis-
tance to encourage     students to walk 
single file facing traffic. Cross directly 
across road to bus stop. Look left, 
right, then left again for approaching 
traffic. “Be alert, don’t get hurt.” Do not 
throw objects or wear headphone de-
vices when walking to the bus stop. No 
horseplay. Carry personal belongings 
in backpacks or sport bags. Make sure 
bus has stopped before leaving their 

seat. Take all belongings with them. Exit 
in an orderly fashion without pushing or 
crowding. Hold handrail when walking 
down steps, don’t jump off. Walk at all 
times.  

       When crossing the road, use the 15 
feet rule. Make eye contact with the driver 
and watch for hand signal to cross. Stop 
and look both ways at the centerline, then 
continue crossing. Go directly to house; do 
not go to mailbox, etc. If you leave an ob-
ject on the bus or drop it on the ground 
always check with the driver before      

retrieving it. 

We wish  you and your family a safe and 
wonderful Thanksgiving break! 

 Richland One Schools Student  

Transportation 

 @R1SchoolBus 

 

 

One Book, One Day  

School -Wide Literacy Initiative  
On October 8th, 2018 St. Andrews students participated 
in a "One Book, One Day" event. Seventh and Eighth grade 
read The Hate U Give by Angie Thomas and  sixth grade 
read Ghost Boys by Jewell Parker Rhodes. Throughout 
the day, students worked to read the entire novel and 
completed activities based on what they read. On October 
19th, 7th and 8th graders attended a screening of The 
Hate U Give at AMC Dutch Square.  Thank you to all com-
munity and school officials who helped to expedite this 
program.  Look for another school-wide reading initiative 
in the Spring.  -Ms. Parker, Media Specialist 

The United Way Committee sponsored a Mr. Red and Blue Pag-
eant.  The pageant on Friday. October 26th, was a fundraising pro-
gram for the United Way.  The following male faculty, staff and 
administration of St. Andrews participated. 

Mr. Anthony Crook, Master of Ceremony 

Mr. Jason Austin  

Mr. Michael Dease 

Mr. Derrick Glover 

Mr. Christopher Haggray 

Mr. Glover Johnson 

Mr. Lee Johnson 
 

Mr. Glover was crowned the first place winner, 
Mr. Blue and Mr. Dease was crowned the second 
place winner, Mr. Red.   

 

Congratulations to both! 

Mr. Franco Rodriguez 

Mr. Marcus Shannon 

Mr. Tedric Strother 

Mr. Elves Tabi 

Mr. Taylor Thompson 


